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Marijuana cultivation, sales back on Milliken ballot

HROUNDUP
From A4 :

activities, economic develop- -
ment, police protection services,
communitydevelopment, events
and beautification projects. ,{l‘ ’

- Town staff anticipates the =
construction of a second hotelin -
the near futare a.sweB, Launcel
lo said.

Town staff hasntrecelved a.ny
opsosmontothetaxm date.he -
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» Johnstown Fire Protec-
tion District property tax
increase: Ballot Issue 4A asks
voters to approve a mill levy.

. Ifvoters favor the measure, the
mill levy will not exceed 2 mills
and will be used to pay for two
full-time firefighters and dispatch
costs, provide competitive wages
and benefits, provide funding for
hazard material operations and
flood rescue and maintain finane-
es, The increase would mean an
additional $2.94 in property tax
for every $100,000 of assessed
value for the district.

The Johnstown portion of the
Front Range Fire District includes
nine full-time firefighters and
shares about 30 volunteers with
Milliken. The addition of two fire-
fighters wilt add a fourth person
per shift; each shift bas three on
duty now.

There will be 2 change in how
dispatches are charged to different
entities that use it starting in 2016,
and if the mill levy is approved,
part of the costs will go to offset
the changing costs. Starting next
year, every entity will pay for
a portion of its call volume; in
2016, each eniity using the shared
dlspaich will be responsible for
paying the cost of 10 percent of
said calls. The percentage amount
will increase each year until 2020.

'The 2013 floods brought light
10 the need for self-sustainment
in case of flooding emergency,
said Ron Bateman, fire chief for
the Front Range Fire Rescue Au-
thority. The department got the
help it needed, but with firefight-
ers coming from different areas, -
that took away resources for other
comrnunities,

“We felt vulnerable,” Bateman
said. “Our neighbors came out
and were fantastic and helped,
but we don’t have the equipment
needed.”

The final aspect of the mill levy
is to offset district revenue that -
will drop about $33 million. The
oil and gas industry in the area
supported about $96 million in
taxes, which is projected to drop
to $63 million. Bateman said part
of the loss will be compensated
with the residential and commer-
cial property values increasing,
but the .094 mill and the increase
is not enough to sustain the loss.

» Milllken use tax: Ballot
measure 2H proposes a sales
nnd use tax increase of 1 per-
cefitige poiil, ﬁ'um 2510 3.4

reent.

The mcrease.would contimce
fise 10 years.

“We have one of the _Iowest
snles tax increase rates in Weld
County;” said Kent Brown, town
sdministrator.

The proposed increase would
raise revenue for public street
improverments, maintenance
and repairs, sidewnlks and
street lighting.

“As far as streets, we do not
have enougi resources right now
torstreetunprovements, maintc-
nance,” Brown said. The money
would go toward additional truf-
fie gonu'o]ifgiuch hz;s strietl’,ghtn
an ights, he sai

R:E;Il)me eould sl be allo-

caved toward vapital projects,
including constructions, main-
lenance and improvements of

public works and the purchase
uf land and buildings.

irown said it's important

*because it shows that our com-
munity is will to take care of cur
town. It shoms commitment to
the commmumity,”
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» Milliken marijvana
sales: Ballot Question 21 asks
Milliken voters whether they
want to allow the retail sales,
cultivation and manufacturing of
marijuana in town.

Kent Brown, the town admin-
istrator, said when the state vote
on legalization happened, Millik-
en residents were split evenly, so
the town board promised to put it
back on the ballot.

The vote was so close that the
board decided to take temporary
measures and wait to see how the
marijuana sales go in the rest of
the state.

As marijuana sales are a large
producer of sales tax revenue
in most places where they are
allowed, board members wanted
to retain the option.

“The town board did not want
to ban it indefinitely” he said.
“They did not want to make that
decisions. They're asking voters
for their response”

Brown said there was a survey

disiributed earlier this year to
about 2,000 residents. Approxi-
mately 700 responded, of which
about 65 percent said they don't
want marijuana facilities in town.
“People may want it in the state
but not on their street or around
the corner from them,” he said.
He said most voters indicated
they want to tax it if it’s approved.

» Milllken marijuana tax:
Ballot Issue 23 would establish
an pecupational tax on the sale
of marijuana.

Because the town is not home
cule, a sales tax cannot be ap-
proved for the sale of marijuana.
Under an occupanonal tax, a
tlat tax amount is taken from
sach transaction no matier
the size, whereas a sales tax’s
amount would fluctuate as it is
based on a percentage, Town
Administrator Kent Brown said.

The tax would also apply to
grow facilities, marijuana stores
or prsdiiet manufacturing faeili-
ties, Hrown said.

Earlier in the year, staff sent
a survey 2,000 of the town’s
residents and received about

700 responses, In the survey,
residents losked favorably on
the tax, while disapproving of
the ballot item that would allow
ot marijtinnin sales in the town,

‘The tax would be Emited to
$10 per transadtion. The town
board woull detdde on the exact
tranictizn mmdunt, depending
on the estimated transaction
sizes, fullawing the approval of
the item by volers,

If approved. it funds could
be usedp {or general gperations,
mainly for ulditional enforce-
ment of businesses regulations
and law enforcement. Staff does
not expect the tax to dramatical-
lyi 13(:1‘@&5&: the budget, Brown
sal

» The Southeast Weld Fire
Protection District prop-
erty tax increase and term
limlt removal: Ballot Issue 4B
requests a mill levy increase.

The district includes almost
500 square miles between Weld
and Adams counties, inchuding
405 in Weld County in the towns
of Kersey, Prospect Valley and
Roggen as well as parts if Interstate
76 and Colo. 52 and 79.

Fire Chief Tom Beach ofthe
Southeast Weld Fire Protection
District said the last mill added
was in 2002, as the department
relied on grants to fund different
projects, such as two brush trucks,
an ambulance and a fire engine.
The need for the two-mill increase
now is for firture plans. Beach said
1t’s questionable as to how much
longer the department can rely on
grants as a main source of funding,

Another factor that contributes
to the two-mill on the 2015 ballot is
the oil and gas industry’s decrease
in the coming years, Beach said
the industry didn't hit the district’s
area as much as others, but by the .
indusiry’s decrease, between 40
percent and 50 pereent of the dis-
trict’s budget will be affected in the
next two years, If approved by vot-

ers, the mill levy will mean $15.92
will be paid a year per $100,000
assessed value of property; the
current mill is set at 5.764.

The second measure for the fire
district, Ballot Issue 4C, would
eliminate term limits for its board.
Board members are limited to two
terms, which equals eight years.
Beach said the district wants this
limitation eliminated because
it’s raised the problem of getting
people who are passionate and
invelved to run for the positions.

“Those in office are fully vested
and have proved themselves,” -
Beach said. “It would be unfortu-
nate if we lose them.”




